
SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, 
Sustainable, And Modern Energy for All 

Introduction 

Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7) seeks to ensure 

universal access to reliable, sustainable, and modern 

energy by 2030. Its key objectives include expanding 

energy access, increasing the share of renewables, and 

accelerating improvements in energy efficiency. Energy 

access is essential for economic growth, poverty reduction, and progress toward other 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

Key Components 

SDG 7 aims to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for 

all by 2030, focusing on three core targets: universal electricity and clean cooking 

access (Target 7.1), significantly increasing the renewable energy share (7.2), and 

doubling energy efficiency improvements (7.3). Key enabling components include 

enhanced international cooperation, increased investment, and advanced 

infrastructure.  

• Universal Energy Access: Ensure affordable, reliable, and modern energy 

services for all by 2030, including electricity and clean cooking solutions. 

• Renewable Energy Expansion: Substantially increase the share of renewable 

sources—such as solar, wind, and hydro—in the global energy mix. 

• Energy Efficiency: Double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency 

by 2030 to reduce consumption. 

• Infrastructure Development: Upgrade and expand energy infrastructure, 

including smart and decentralised grids, with a focus on developing regions. 

• Global Cooperation: Strengthen international collaboration, investment, and 

technology transfer to advance clean energy research and deployment. 

• Clean Energy Investment: Promote investment in sustainable energy systems 

and phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies. 

Challenges and Progress 

Progress on SDG 7 (affordable and clean energy) is uneven, with global electricity 

access rising to 91% by 2023 but missing the 2030 universal access target. While 

renewables grew to 30% of electricity generation, significant challenges include 685 

million people still lacking electricity (mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa), 2.1 billion 

relying on polluting cooking fuels, and slow energy efficiency improvements. 



• Electricity Access: Global access reached 92% in 2023, up from 87% in 2015, 

though progress has slowed. 

• Renewable Energy: The share of renewables in global energy consumption 

continues to rise, driven by significant solar and wind investments in China, the 

EU, and the US. 

• Clean Cooking: Access to clean cooking fuels grew by 16% between 2015 and 

2023, but lags behind electricity access. 

• Decentralised Solutions: Off-grid renewable systems are closing energy gaps in 

remote regions, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. 

• Electricity Access: Sub-Saharan Africa remains the primary challenge, with over 

80% of those without electricity living in the region. 

• Clean Cooking: 2.3 billion people still lack access to clean cooking solutions, 

causing severe health impacts, particularly for women and children. 

• Energy Efficiency: Global efficiency improvements have stagnated at 1.3% 

annually (2010–2021), far below the 2.6% target for 2030. 

• Financing: Limited investment in developing economies hampers progress, as 

only a small share of global energy funding reaches these regions. 

• External Crises: COVID-19, the war in Ukraine, and other disruptions have 

further delayed advancements in vulnerable countries. 

• Overall Pace: Current progress is insufficient to meet any SDG 7 targets by 2030. 

Targets and Indicators 

Target Indicator 

7.1 By 2030, ensure universal 
access to affordable, reliable, 
and modern energy services 

7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to 
electricity 

7.1.2 Proportion of population with primary 
reliance on clean fuels and technology 

7.2 By 2030, increase the share of 
renewable energy in the global 
energy mix 

7.2.1 Renewable energy share in the total final 
energy consumption 

7.3 By 2030, double the global 
rate of improvement in energy 
efficiency 

7.3.1 Energy intensity measured in terms of 
primary energy and GDP 



7. A By 2030, enhance 
international cooperation to 
facilitate access to clean energy 
research and technology, 
including renewable energy, 
energy efficiency and advanced 
and cleaner fossil-fuel 
technology, and promote 
investment in energy 
infrastructure and clean energy 
technology 

7.A.1 International financial flows to developing 
countries in support of clean energy research and 
development and renewable energy production, 
including in hybrid systems 

7. B By 2030, expand 
infrastructure and upgrade 
technology for supplying modern 
and sustainable energy services 
for all in developing countries, in 
particular least developed 
countries, small island developing 
States, and land-locked 
developing countries, in 
accordance with their respective 
programmes of support 

7.B.1 Installed renewable energy-generating 
capacity in developing and developed countries 
(in watts per capita) 

SDG 7 and the UNEP Medium-Term Strategy (MTS) 2026–2029 

The UNEP Medium-Term Strategy (MTS) addresses SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean 
Energy) by accelerating the global transition to renewable energy and improving energy 
efficiency to combat climate change. The strategy focuses on decarbonising the energy 
sector, increasing renewable energy shares, and promoting sustainable infrastructure, 
directly supporting the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development.  

Key Aspects of the 2026–2029 Strategy regarding SDG 7: 

• Decarbonization Pathways: The strategy aims to reduce the carbon intensity of 
energy systems, addressing the fact that energy is the dominant contributor to 
climate change. 

• Integrated Solutions: UNEP supports national, country-led actions to increase 
renewable energy (solar, wind, geothermal) and improve energy efficiency to 
meet the 2030 targets. 

• Sustainable Infrastructure: Efforts are focused on investing in modern, 
sustainable energy infrastructure to ensure universal access to reliable and clean 
energy. 

https://www.unep.org/resources/solutions-healthy-prosperous-and-resilient-people-and-planet-unep-medium-term-strategy
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+7+%28&sca_esv=896419ed210a4547&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n5u3wnb8ktaOwz6mTKLSKBw29MfvA%3A1770651590138&ei=xv-Jaa2ECI-uiLMPiPG-EQ&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwis2tP34MySAxXNLFkFHfQ3DTcQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=UNEP+medium+term+strategy+SDG+7&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH1VORVAgbWVkaXVtIHRlcm0gc3RyYXRlZ3kgU0RHIDcyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAkjADVCNBViWCnAAeAKQAQCYAekBoAGLA6oBBTAuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALPA8ICBBAAGEfCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcFMS4xLjGgB4sIsgcFMC4xLjG4B68DwgcFMy0yLjHIBy-ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Affordable+and+Clean+Energy&sca_esv=896419ed210a4547&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n5u3wnb8ktaOwz6mTKLSKBw29MfvA%3A1770651590138&ei=xv-Jaa2ECI-uiLMPiPG-EQ&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwis2tP34MySAxXNLFkFHfQ3DTcQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=UNEP+medium+term+strategy+SDG+7&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH1VORVAgbWVkaXVtIHRlcm0gc3RyYXRlZ3kgU0RHIDcyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAkjADVCNBViWCnAAeAKQAQCYAekBoAGLA6oBBTAuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALPA8ICBBAAGEfCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcFMS4xLjGgB4sIsgcFMC4xLjG4B68DwgcFMy0yLjHIBy-ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Affordable+and+Clean+Energy&sca_esv=896419ed210a4547&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n5u3wnb8ktaOwz6mTKLSKBw29MfvA%3A1770651590138&ei=xv-Jaa2ECI-uiLMPiPG-EQ&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwis2tP34MySAxXNLFkFHfQ3DTcQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=UNEP+medium+term+strategy+SDG+7&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH1VORVAgbWVkaXVtIHRlcm0gc3RyYXRlZ3kgU0RHIDcyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAkjADVCNBViWCnAAeAKQAQCYAekBoAGLA6oBBTAuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALPA8ICBBAAGEfCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcFMS4xLjGgB4sIsgcFMC4xLjG4B68DwgcFMy0yLjHIBy-ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=%29&sca_esv=896419ed210a4547&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n5u3wnb8ktaOwz6mTKLSKBw29MfvA%3A1770651590138&ei=xv-Jaa2ECI-uiLMPiPG-EQ&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwis2tP34MySAxXNLFkFHfQ3DTcQgK4QegQIARAF&uact=5&oq=UNEP+medium+term+strategy+SDG+7&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH1VORVAgbWVkaXVtIHRlcm0gc3RyYXRlZ3kgU0RHIDcyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAkjADVCNBViWCnAAeAKQAQCYAekBoAGLA6oBBTAuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIDoALPA8ICBBAAGEfCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAOIDBRIBMSBAiAYBkAYIkgcFMS4xLjGgB4sIsgcFMC4xLjG4B68DwgcFMy0yLjHIBy-ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


• Action Areas: The strategy addresses the urgent need to transition away from 
fossil fuels, supporting the global goal of doubling the rate of energy efficiency 
improvements.  

The 2026–2029 strategy strengthens the 2022–2025 framework, positioning UNEP to 
facilitate rapid, science-based, and inclusive energy transitions.  

Relevant linkages with other SDGs 

SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) is a critical enabler for the 2030 Agenda, with deep 
interlinkages to nearly all other SDGs. It is most directly linked to poverty reduction 
(SDG 1), health (SDG 3), gender equality (SDG 5), sustainable cities (SDG 11), and 
climate action (SDG 13), where clean energy drives economic growth, improves living 
standards, and reduces emissions.  

Key interlinkages include: 

• SDG 1 (No Poverty) & SDG 8 (Decent Work): Access to reliable energy powers 
businesses, creates jobs, and boosts economic productivity. 

• SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being): Clean cooking fuels reduce indoor air 
pollution, improving health outcomes, while electricity powers hospitals. 

• SDG 4 (Quality Education): Electricity enables lighting, technology, and internet 
access in schools. 

• SDG 5 (Gender Equality): Clean energy reduces the time women and girls spend 
collecting firewood, allowing for education and economic activities. 

• SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation): Energy is required for water pumping, 
treatment, and purification. 

• SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities): Modern, renewable energy solutions are essential 
for sustainable urban infrastructure. 

• SDG 13 (Climate Action): Transitioning to renewable energy and improving 
efficiency is central to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

Key Science Reports for SDG 7 

Key scientific and tracking reports for Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 7—
Affordable and Clean Energy—are primarily produced by a consortium of custodian 
agencies, including the International Energy Agency (IEA), International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA), United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), World Bank, 
and World Health Organization (WHO).  

The most crucial, recurring, and recent reports include: 

• Tracking SDG 7: The Energy Progress Report (2024 & 2025 Editions): This is 
the definitive global reference for monitoring progress on electricity access, 
clean cooking, renewable energy, and energy efficiency. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+1+%28No+Poverty%29+%26+SDG+8+%28Decent+Work%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+3+%28Good+Health+and+Well-being%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+4+%28Quality+Education%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+5+%28Gender+Equality%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAH&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+6+%28Clean+Water+and+Sanitation%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAJ&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+11+%28Sustainable+Cities%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAL&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+13+%28Climate+Action%29&sca_esv=31887fb220a442ad&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&sxsrf=ANbL-n6mvMeRVAtqtVrKBkvOe9_0jgeDMQ%3A1770389906064&ei=kgGGaeLWA-zFp84P8JTDwAM&biw=1366&bih=599&ved=2ahUKEwigodPdkMWSAxU74ckDHRBSJxEQgK4QegQIAxAN&uact=5&oq=SDG+7++interlinakges+with+other+sustainable+development+goals&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiPVNERyA3ICBpbnRlcmxpbmFrZ2VzIHdpdGggb3RoZXIgc3VzdGFpbmFibGUgZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgZ29hbHNI7yBQkwJYtB1wAngBkAEBmAHkA6ABjg2qAQkwLjMuMi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgegAt0IwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYogQYiQWYAwDiAwUSATEgQIgGAZAGA5IHBzIuMi4yLjGgB70asgcHMC4yLjIuMbgHyQjCBwcwLjQuMi4xyAcYgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAme8E067kpwrIkByol1HJuweWkx1fH_m_vZJlVrum_7Rkia_U3s3BHwFRmv-k6eD09ZHq0RMkHJoOOVzkBemze1sIpCEH33A2JMmeWRQCm3YSIy6YeiBS5T_3vwTYDkJTeyC1RlSL_x1mHZIKf9IrVUlQL-VSMi6rdrukFPUHDOvbCLhOZf7ZpHrFZ26a_PuuYpRcW6959Soz3_0iQModFEMCXCG6r1abnt7Cvk9R1-krykQX3ydR_X-23YimBJDQhRVANz2HCZolZopgmOj8eL0iVLEqnUKGf_OAzDpv2rg&csui=3
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/energy/publication/tracking-sdg-7-the-energy-progress-report-2025
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/tracking-sdg7--the-energy-progress-report-2024


o Key Findings (2025): Global electricity access reached 92% in 2023, but 
666 million people still lack it, with 85% of that deficit in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. The report highlights the need to triple renewable energy capacity 
and double energy efficiency improvements by 2030. 

• The Sustainable Development Goals Report (2024 & 2025): Produced by the 
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), this annual report 
provides an overarching analysis of SDG 7 progress, highlighting that 
improvements are insufficient to meet 2030 targets. 

• SDG 7 Policy Briefs (2024 & 2025): These reports highlight the intersectionality 
of energy with other SDGs, focusing on gender equality (SDG 5), health (SDG 3), 
and the specific needs of least developed countries (LDCs), landlocked 
developing countries (LLDCs), and small island developing States (SIDS). 

• Tracking SDG 7 – The Energy Progress Report – Analysis (IEA): Specifically 
focuses on the acceleration of renewable energy in the power sector and the 
challenges in the heat and transport sectors. 

• SEforALL (Sustainable Energy for All) Reports: These provide detailed data on 
"last-mile" electrification and the role of decentralised renewable energy (DRE) 
in bridging access gaps.  

Funding SDG 7 

Financing SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) requires an estimated $4.2–4.5 trillion 
annually in energy-transition-related investments by 2030, with a critical need to 
increase flows to developing economies. Key requirements include mobilising private 
capital via blended finance, scaling up decentralised renewable solutions (solar mini-
grids), and strengthening policy frameworks to reduce investment risks.  

Key areas for financing SDG 7 include: 

• Bridging the Investment Gap: While global clean energy investment exceeded 
$1.7 trillion in 2023, only 15% reached emerging and developing economies 
(excluding China), necessitating a massive shift in capital. 

• Blended Finance & Risk Mitigation: Using public and philanthropic, or 
concessional, capital to reduce risks and attract private sector investment is 
crucial. 

• Decentralised Solutions: Significant funding is needed for off-grid, solar mini-
grids, and clean cooking solutions to achieve universal access, especially in sub-
Saharan Africa. 

• Innovative Instruments: Utilising green bonds, debt-for-nature swaps, and 
leveraging African pension/sovereign wealth funds can unlock necessary capital. 

• Capacity Building: Strengthening regulatory frameworks to create an enabling 
environment for energy infrastructure projects.  

To accelerate, financial support must focus on overcoming high capital costs, promoting 
energy efficiency, and expanding infrastructure in low-resource settings.  



SDG 7 and the Just Transition  

SDG7 contributes to a just transition by ensuring that the shift to sustainable energy is 
equitable, affordable, and inclusive, aiming for universal access to modern energy, 
clean cooking, and renewable technology by 2030. It facilitates a "leave no one behind" 
approach, reducing energy poverty, creating green jobs, and protecting vulnerable 
populations from health risks associated with traditional fuels.  

Key ways SDG7 contributes to the just transition: 

• Universal Access and Equity: Focuses on bringing electricity to the roughly 660 
million people currently without access, ensuring that the transition does not 
neglect vulnerable or underdeveloped regions. 

• Clean Cooking Solutions: Addresses the health impacts of burning traditional 
fuels for 1.8 to 2.1 billion people, aiming to improve health, particularly for 
women and children. 

• Economic Opportunity: Promotes the creation of new, sustainable jobs in the 
renewable energy sector, facilitating a transition for workers from traditional, 
carbon-intensive industries. 

• Affordability and Reliability: Emphasises that energy transitions must not make 
energy unaffordable for low-income households, which is crucial for a socially 
just transition. 

• Environmental Justice: Reduces harmful emissions and pollution by increasing 
the global renewable energy mix, providing cleaner air and reduced health risks 
for marginalised communities. 

• Technology Transfer and Finance: Encourages investment and technology 
sharing to help developing nations leapfrog to cleaner energy sources, supporting 
both climate and development goals.  

By accelerating these actions, SDG7 serves as a cornerstone for a net-zero future that 
is equitable, addressing both climate change and social inequality. 

UN Energy and Partnerships and Commitments 

UN Energy: UN-Energy was established by the UN System Chief Executives Board for 

Coordination (CEB) in 2004 as the United Nations’ mechanism for inter-agency 

collaboration in energy. 

To accelerate the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

the Paris Agreement, countries are increasingly adopting sustainable energy solutions, 

embarking on an energy transition by creating enabling conditions that catalyse public 

and private investment to scale up action on energy access, renewable energy, and 

energy efficiency. By making their energy sectors more sustainable, their economies 

can follow a more equitable growth path, contributing to poverty eradication, 

combating climate change, and increasing resilience. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG7&sca_esv=c552f29483bb25be&rlz=1C1YTUH_en-GBGB1073GB1073&biw=1366&bih=599&sxsrf=ANbL-n78wTaWM1oGf306mOuQZ4mN82a8Xg%3A1770403938751&ei=YjiGaZ3HLYGtmtkP8KrqiQQ&ved=2ahUKEwi0-4jLxcWSAxV4EGIAHa_fDa0QgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=how+does+SDG7+contribute+to+the+just+transition&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiL2hvdyBkb2VzIFNERzcgY29udHJpYnV0ZSB0byB0aGUganVzdCB0cmFuc2l0aW9uMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMggQABiiBBiJBUjaFFDABFjfCXABeAGQAQCYAZ4BoAGfA6oBAzAuM7gBA8gBAPgBAZgCA6ACmQLCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHmAMAiAYBkAYIkgcDMS4yoAeEErIHAzAuMrgHjQLCBwUyLTIuMcgHEYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.un.org/en/energy


As there is no single entity in the United Nations system that has sole responsibility for 

energy, UN-Energy’s principal mission is to serve as the primary agent within the UN for 

promoting system-wide collaboration on energy-related issues. 

Specifically, UN-Energy aims to: 

• Promote coherence in the UN system´s multi-disciplinary response to achieve 

SDG7 in support of the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement; 

• Enhance coordination and collaborative actions within the United Nations with 

regard to policy development, implementation, and knowledge sharing in the 

area of energy. 

Partnerships and Commitments: The delivery of each Sustainable Development Goal and 

its targets cannot be achieved solely by governments. In 1992, the UN Earth Summit 

identified nine stakeholder groups to help implement its outcomes, and that approach 

was further developed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 and at 

Rio+20 in 2012. 

For the Sustainable Development Goals, we saw an acceleration of multi-stakeholder 

partners. You can find over 1000 partnerships registered in the SDG database here. The 

SDG Report on SDG 7 progress is here. 

SDG 7 partnerships focus on advancing universal access to sustainable energy through 

international cooperation, investment in clean energy infrastructure, and multi-

stakeholder collaboration. Key priorities include expanding renewable energy, 

improving energy efficiency, and delivering modern energy services, particularly in 

developing and least developed countries and small island states. Notable initiatives 

include the UN Global Compact, the UN-Energy Plan of Action, and the SDG 7 

Partnership Exchange. 

Examples of SDG 7 partnerships: 

• First Movers Coalition: A partnership led by the U.S. Special Presidential Envoy 

for Climate and over 65 global businesses, which has committed to buying green 

technologies to help decarbonise industries like cement and concrete. 

• Renewable Energies in Latin America and the Caribbean (RELAC): An initiative 

involving around 14 countries and stakeholders to increase renewable energy 

generation to 70% in the region.  

• Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves: This partnership brings together 

governments, NGOs, and businesses to accelerate the adoption of clean cooking 

solutions globally. 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7
https://blueprint.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/sdg07/
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/un-energy-plan-of-action-sends-sdg-7-roadmap-into-implementation-phase/
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+7+Partnership+Exchange&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1184US1185&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9hEyRlepQ0Ik7PAsCaQCdqElX7KDFH3utM4rRNBasYmqAGK_1qp_6Uwhg27QLtmKfdhjKrT1jjo0kLLAujvjhiPQROvUvBFmuJ6bbZ1hGvW1L7iRthGDiEvirgWl72wcnlvt2l99hJmOtM9_mERLSmJtqegf01nr_zarX7u_D4nJwa8qEgOCR-7BwnAr1l8yG_qnBy_Fjld9-hIIU1tnMpcIeQnC4hU3z1FJxSpP28qCFxAhJSjJfHFDKZ8md0Sy05FqbYGfqtxRdMv3QxOWpcgQ3__k1m44Luz3CoQ_f4Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjrwOOP04iRAxUeM1kFHYlOBxcQgK4QegQIARAG
https://www.google.com/search?q=SDG+7+Partnership+Exchange&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1184US1185&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9hEyRlepQ0Ik7PAsCaQCdqElX7KDFH3utM4rRNBasYmqAGK_1qp_6Uwhg27QLtmKfdhjKrT1jjo0kLLAujvjhiPQROvUvBFmuJ6bbZ1hGvW1L7iRthGDiEvirgWl72wcnlvt2l99hJmOtM9_mERLSmJtqegf01nr_zarX7u_D4nJwa8qEgOCR-7BwnAr1l8yG_qnBy_Fjld9-hIIU1tnMpcIeQnC4hU3z1FJxSpP28qCFxAhJSjJfHFDKZ8md0Sy05FqbYGfqtxRdMv3QxOWpcgQ3__k1m44Luz3CoQ_f4Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjrwOOP04iRAxUeM1kFHYlOBxcQgK4QegQIARAG
https://initiatives.weforum.org/first-movers-coalition/home
https://climateaction.unfccc.int/Initiatives?id=Renewables_in_Latin_America_and_The_Caribbean
https://cleancooking.org/


• Sustainable Fashion Collective: Provides online educational resources and 

expert advice for businesses to build more responsible and sustainable fashion 

operations, working with partners like Offset Warehouse and Conscious Fashion 

and Lifestyle Network 

• Youth employment and entrepreneurship: Partnerships between organisations 

like the UN and AIESEC aim to increase youth engagement in sustainable 

development by providing skills development, promoting youth-led 

entrepreneurship, and creating professional opportunities in sectors like clean 

energy. 

• The 2030 Agenda Partnership Accelerator: Provides research and capacity 

development to help stakeholders create and implement effective partnerships 

for the SDGs, including those related to clean and affordable energy. 

Key events for Energy in preparation for the 2027 High-Level Review of the SDGs 

February 24–27: HLPF regional meeting  Asia-Pacific (ESCAP Bangkok, Thailand) 

March 3-6: UN Statistical Commission 

March 31–2 April: HLPF regional meeting Western Asia (ESCWA Beirut, Lebanon - 

tentative) 

April 13–17: HLPF regional meeting Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC Santiago, 

Chile 

April 21-22: HLPF regional meeting Europe and Central Asia (UNECE Geneva, 

Switzerland) 

April 28-30: HLPF regional meeting Africa (ECA Kampala, Uganda)  

May 6-7: 11th Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

July 6-15: UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

The theme of the HLPF will be “Transformative, equitable, innovative and coordinated 

actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable 

Development Goals for a sustainable future for all”. The 2026 HLPF, with full 

appreciation for the integrated, indivisible and interlinked nature of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, will conduct in-depth reviews of: SDG 6. Ensure availability and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation for all; SDG 7. Ensure access to 

affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all; SDG 9. Build resilient 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=38872
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/global-partnership-aiesec-youth-engagement-and-entrepreneurship
https://partnershipaccelerator.org/
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2026
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2026
https://hlpf.un.org/2026


infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and foster 

innovation; SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable; and SDG 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the 

Global Partnership for Sustainable Development. 

Previous key events 

2018: Global SDG 7 Conference: Energising the 2030 Agenda – the Global SDG7 

Conference 

The 2018 Global SDG7 Conference aimed to prepare substantive inputs on the review 

of SDG7 during the HLPF in 2018. It facilitated the exchange of lessons, insights, and 

experiences to date among Member States and all stakeholders and enabled 

consideration of challenges and opportunities for furthering progress towards 2030. 

More specifically, it discussed: 

• Trends and gaps toward the achievement of SDG7. 

• Interlinkages between SDG7 and other SDGs. 

• Means of implementation, including finance, capacity building and innovation. 

• Key areas of opportunities for action by policy makers and all stakeholders on 

achieving SDG7 and leveraging its interlinkages with other SDGs in support of the 

2030 Agenda. 

The outcome document can be found here. 

2021: High-level Dialogue on Energy in 2021 

This produced the Global Roadmap for Accelerated SDG 7 Action and Energy Compacts, 

which represent new commitments to achieving the goal. 

2022 to now: Organised by UN Energy 

There is an annual “Energy Now SDG 7 Action Forum” held around the annual UN General 

Assembly High-Level meeting every year. 

2022 Action Forum focused on: 

• sharing energy action commitments and solutions towards the achievement of 

SDG7 and net-zero emissions; 

• reporting progress on Energy Compact commitments totalling over US$600 billion 

to accelerate access and a just, inclusive energy transition; and 

• learning the latest on trends, technologies and the impact of the global energy 

crisis. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17977Outcome_Summmary_Global_SDG7_Conference_Feb_20181.pdf
https://www.gfse.at/news/global-roadmap-for-accelerated-sdg-7-action-in-support-of-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development-and-the-paris-agreement-on-climate-change
https://www.un.org/en/energy/page/sdg-7-action-forum
https://www.un.org/en/energynow-sdg7-action-forum


The UN-Energy Highlights and the Energy Compacts Annual Progress Report are useful 

documents to review.  

The 2023 Action Forum focused on: announcing new commitments, including new and 

strengthened Energy Compacts; discussing progress and next steps in implementing the 

UN-Energy Plan of Action Towards 2025; showcasing success stories and best practices; 

and strengthening multistakeholder dialogue in support of accelerated SDG7 action. 

The annual progress to Energy Compacts can be read here. 

The 2024 Action Forum focused on sharing experiences and presenting initiatives for 

partnership and new initiatives that would accelerate progress to achieve SG 7. 

The third edition of the Energy Compacts Annual Progress Report was launched by 

Damilola Ogunbiyi, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for 

Sustainable Energy for All and co-chair of UN-Energy. The report shows that Compacts 

continue to grow in number and impact, with new commitments to boost renewable 

energy and increase access to electricity and clean cooking technologies by 2030, 

bringing the finance and investment pledged through the Energy Compacts to US$1.4 

trillion. 

The M300 project, spearheaded by the World Bank and the African Development Bank 

to bring energy access to 300 million Africans by 2030. Ms. Ogunbiyi said that 129 

projects had been identified in over 46 countries that would provide electricity to over 

302 million people and urged all partners to support the initiative. 

The 2025 Action Forum focused on how best to scale up innovative solutions and 

mobilise resources and partnerships to end energy poverty and advance a just energy 

transition, aiming to accelerate progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 7 

(clean and affordable energy for all) and a net-zero future.  

At the Forum, the annual progress report on the Energy Compacts was launched, 

showing how governments, businesses, foundations, and others are moving forward on 

their commitments by which they have pledged over $1.4 trillion in finance and 

investment towards boosting renewables and energy access by the 2030 SDG target. 

 

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un-energy_highlights-092222.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/energy_compacts_annual_progress_report_2022_-_final_version_v2.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/energynow-sdg7-action-forum-2023
https://www.un.org/en/energynow-sdg7-action-forum-2023/page/tracking-progress-sdg7-towards-2030-and-beyond
https://www.un.org/en/energy/page/energynow-sdg7-action-forum-2024
https://www.un.org/en/energy/page/energy-compacts-annual-progress-report-shows-continued-investment-and-impact-more-needed
https://www.un.org/en/energy/page/energynow-sdg7-action-forum-2025
https://www.un.org/en/energycompacts

